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seed to table

Location: UBC, Vancouver, BC
Course: Comprehensive Design Studio
Date: 01.2024 - 04.2024

Professor: Joanne Gates

Collaborator: Robyn Adams

Seed to Table adaptively reuses UBC’s Opera Warehouse into a greenhouse
research facility focused on food security. Located between UBC Farm
and Pacific Spirit Park, this building aims to foster community, connect
the local environment, and nurture practices of growing, research and
learning.

This project will be featured in the upcoming issue of Site Magazine, to be
released in July 2026.
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Detail Sections

by Narita Reyes Ico
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main design elements

Diagrams by Narita Reyes Ico

winter wind

[Sm/s jan]

5. Rock Beds

2. Greenhouse as
Thermal Gradient

1. Reuse of
Existing Structure

3. Hempcrete Core 4. Double-loaded Arrangement

Hempcrete is used as insulation and thermal mass.
It is a well ventilated material, with a good fire

The central corridors align with the direction of
incoming summer and winter winds to encourage

Rock beds provide thermal comfort and
regulation to their surroundings.
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The existing studs, joists, columns, beams,
mezzanine, and roof are reused.

Rocks and hempcrete slowly emit heat built
throughout the day, into the greenhouse at night.

rating, and is carbon negative.

ventilation.
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Watercolour renders
by Narita Reyes Ico
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maillardville
community centre

Maillardville Community Centre is located in the historic Francophone
Area of Coquitlam. The facility features the City's first dedicated
gymnasium, children’s program area with large covered outdoor space,
multipurpose rooms, sprung-floor active studio, seniors lounge, and other
amenities.

I was responsible for the construction coordination on behalf of the City as
well as building launch to operations.

Location: Coquitlam, BC
Year: 06. 2020 - 08. 2022
Size: 20,000 sq. ft.
Architect: TKA+D
Builder: Ledcor
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Location: Regina, SK
Year: 06. 2020 - 08. 2020
Firm: Goodweather

provisional
structures Attt Carmen Papalia

Michael Lis (Goodweather Director) and I collaborated with Vancouver-
based artist, Carmen Papalia. The Provisional Structure draws on his
experience as a non-visual learner, a term he chooses to identify with

over the medicalizing terminology of “blind” or “visually impaired.” I was
responsible for translating the real-world idea into a hand-scaled model
that communicated the concept and physical structure to Carmen. This
was an iterative process that involved leaning into senses beyond sight such
as sound, hearing, smell, and touch.

The exhibition was on display at the MacKenzie Art Gallery in Regina,
Saskatchewan from June 12th to October 17th of 2021.
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Photo by Michael Lis

Model by Narita Reyes 160
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Model Materiality

Dome

Stacked ringed 3mm Russian
Birch Plywood lined with plush
fabric.

Benches
Made of 3mm Russian Birch
Plywood. Edges sanded down.

Mirrors
Made of stacked 3 mm acrylic
with pray painted mirror finish.

Ramp
Made of 3mm plywood. Graining
on wood.

Steel Piping

For steel scaffolding use piano
wire. Sand all edges of ramp and
piano wire points.

Walls

Made of a combination of 3mm
and 6mm White painted Russian
Birch Plywood.

Base

Made of 6mm White Painted
Russian Birch Plywood base.
Puzzle fit base to fit pieces in.

Overall dimensions:
22” x20” x 6”7

Floorplan by Michael
Lis and Narita Reyes
Ico. (above)

Non-visual artist,
Carmen Papalia,
understanding the
gallery installation’s
physical structure solely
through touch. Model by
Narita Reyes Ico. (left)
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Location: Vancouver, BC

the granVIIIG Year: 01.2021 - 04.2021

Award: IOC TPC TAKS Bronze Medal
Architecture & Design Award for

gateway Young Professionals 2021
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The Granville Gateway is an entrance into one of the most iconic areas of
Vancouver, the Entertainment District. It transforms two underutilized
parking lots and their adjacent green spaces into a cohesive community
and recreation centre. Through the rehabilitation and revitalization of
disused spaces, this projects explores how future urban environments can
foster a balanced relationship between nature and the city. The floating
forest hovers above the street and is an elevated escape from the hustle

of the City. The Granville Gateway is not only a recreation centre, but a
congregational space for social and community interaction.
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1. NE Park 5. Universal Stalls 9. Rooftop Lounge 13. Fitness Centre
2. Running Track 6. Playground 10. Indoor Atrium 14. Gymnasium
3. Sports Field 7. Parking 1. Granville Street 15. Public Plaza
4. Tennis Courts 8. Reception 12.  Sports Court 16. SW Park
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